AMBITION                       247.
able to estimate things at their true value. Instead
of being dazzled with the bright glare which the
world throws upon the objects of his desire, he
sees all things in a pale, clear light of dawn, and
true aims begin to glow with an inner radiance.
He may tremble and hesitate before a decision,
but once taken there is no looking back; he
knows that he has been guided, and that God has
told him, by silent and eloquent motions of the
spirit, what it is that He would have him to do ;
he has but to interpret and to trust.
But even supposing that one has learnt one's
own lesson in the school of ambition, the question
comes in as to how far it should be used as a
motive for the young, by those who are entrusted
with educational responsibilities. It is one of the
most difficult things to decide as to what extent it
is permissible to use motives that are lower than
the highest, because they may possess a greater
effectiveness in the case of immature minds. It
is easy enough to say sincerely that one ought
always to appeal to the highest possible motive ;
but when one is conscious that the highest motive
is quite out of the horizon of the person con-
cerned, and practically is no motive at all, is it
not merely pedantry to insist upon appealing to